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'theft' ??? not at all like that of the Elgin marbles -- theft? the owners were keen to sell & the buyers were keen to buy, the deal would have been prevented by the Pope, and it was thus the papacy that was deceived, not the owners. 

 Apropos recent stories in NY Times & Wall street Journal, yes, sir Joshua Reynolds did acquire for the Duke of Rutland Poussin's 1st set of Sacraments [the dal Pozzo set]. 

The story is in fact an old one, based on letters written to the Duke of Rutland by Sir Joshua Reynolds by James Byre {Romnan art-dealer] & others. 

Alleyne Fitzherbert & Lord Robert Manners to the Marquis of Granby;

James Byres to the Bishop of Killala. 

The correspondence also has interesting references to Gavin Hamilton, Scottish painter & art-dealer, to a Velasquez for sale, and other similar matters.

 printed in 

Historical Manuscripts Commission, 14th report, Appendix Part I. "The Manuscripts of his Grace the Duke of Rutland, K.G. preserved at Belvoir castle, Vol.III" H.M.stationery Office, 1894.
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Anthony Blunt summarised it well in his Catalogue of the Paintings of Nicolas Poussin, I. Phaidon, London, 1966.p.73.

I commented on the story in Anthony S.G.Green. "Nicolas Poussin and the Seven Sacraments", PhD thesis, University of Edinburgh,1968.

 I do not have the printed originals here. These are a selection from my notes, partly in a personal shorthand,from the 1960s  --  from the days when photo-copy was not easily available in the University of Edinburgh...as far as I can now decipher them [!?] 

-- this is therefore just a taste of the correspondence, please consult the original publication. 

Fitzherbert to Marquis of Granby. 25/3/1777. p.8

[re- Byre's letter from Rome]. Reynolds "was in rap[tures at the intelligence and persisted

in his former opinion that these pictures - besides being a great national object, and consequently worthy of your Lordship's public spirit - would be at 8, or even 12 thousand crowns, a most desirable & advantageous purchase for a private dealer, and that, in short, if you should decline them, he should be exceedingly happy to buy them himself. 

Byres to Marquis of Granby. 1/8/1777. p.9

in consequence of a letter from Mr Fitzherbert of 8th April, I took the liberty of writing, but am sorry to say that I have not succeeded in your commission relat[?ing] to Poussin's Sacraments. The two brothers of the Boccapaduli family, the present possessors, would gladly dispose of them, but these pictures, as also their other effects, are entailed failing them to another family, a failing that to a third. Both the brothers are married, but neither of them have any children, which renders the affair more difficult. Whether anything of my negotiation has transpired or not I do not knoww, but the Marchioness Gentile Boccapaduli, wife of the eldest brother, told me yesterday that the Pope had intimated to her husband and brother in law that the pictures were not to go out of Rome. she imaginees that it was only from suspicion that, since the old prelate was old, they [must?] think of disposing of them. So nothing can be done at present , but if any favourable opportunity offer, I should not let it slip.   

Plainly there were other copies in circulation of one [or the other, perhaps] set of Sacraments

Lord Robert Manners wrote to the Marquis of Granby [p.9] in August 1777, from ship The Enterprise, Gibraltar.

"I am sorry I could not execute your commission about pictures in Italy. Two of our officers who went to Florence saw the saqme subject, not in the Palazzo del Paduli, but in one of the Palazii di Colonna, which were very fine.  

